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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate residents’ perceptions on the socio-
cultural impacts of tourism of Hikkaduwa. Simple random sampling technique and
questionnaire was used to select the sample to collect data. In analyzing data Mann-
Whitney and Kruskal Wallis tests was used. The results from the Mann-Whitney and
Kruskal Wallis tests indicated that the Hikkaduwa residents’ perceptions toward
positive socio-cultural impacts of tourism were different in terms of their income level
and age. Perceptions on negative socio-cultural impacts were different in terms of
their residents’ time duration in the area. The results from the Mann-Whitney and
Kruskal Wallis tests indicated that the Hikkaduwa residents’ perceptions toward
positive socio-cultural impacts of tourism were not different in terms of their gender,
educational level, employment status, place of the employment, marital status and
residents’ time duration in the area. The results from the Mann-Whitney and Kruskal
Wallis tests indicated that the Hikkaduwa residents’ perceptions toward negative
socio-cultural impacts of tourism were not different in terms of their gender, age,
educational level, employment status, place of the employment, marital status and
income level.
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