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Abstract

Community Based Tea Tourism Development: With Reference to Hanthana

Mountains
UWU/HTE/09/0012
Jayasooriya. S. S. W

The Community based tourism could be one way of creating a more sustainable tourism
industry. Community based tourism brings numerous benefits to the wider community by
increasing the standard of living in rural areas, which helps in reducing 'migrétio‘h to
urban areas. Other businesses that provide ancillary tourism services such as cafes,
restaurants, taxis, shops, groceries also benefit from this concept. The study begins with
an assessment of potential tea tourism products that could be developed in the community
of Hanthana and the neighboring communities. Along with this assessment, barriers and
opportunities to community-based tourism development were examined at the
community level, Causes for the less attractions as tea tourism destination, role of stake
holder to develop tea tourism in the Hanthana and identify planning process to develop
the tea tourism of the area. To conduct the research the methodology that followed

interviews and ah assessment tool to identify tea tourism potentials within the Hanthana

area. According to the findings, Hanthana is the most suitable place to promote the tea




tourism in Sri Lanka but still the area is not promote destination among the tourists and
this approach was developed to how further community-based tea tourism should
progress in the community of Hanthana and the surrounding area using transport service
of the area with the tea tourism promotional activities such as plucking tea leaves and
nature walks. Moreover, awareness programs and training programs should be
implemented within the area to improve the local participation on tea tourism activities.
This approach will ensure that community based tourism will become viable and
sustainable in the community of Hanthana and will assist in the economic development of
the community near in future. The recommendation would be to explore stakeholders’
perception on community based tourism and gain participation of the community to build
sustainable tourism destination in the future and how the s&stainable tourism can Be
implementing within the area with the eco tourism. Another point to consider for future

research is the community based eco tourism near forest reservations.
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