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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to investigate the awareness and perception of tea smallholders
on climate change in Badulla district. Primary data for the study were collected from
150 respondents by using random sampling technique and were analyzed using
descriptive and chi square analyses using statistical package for the social science
(SPSS). Data collected from the tea smallholders included the socio-economic
characteristics of the farmers such as gender, age, marital status, religion, farming
experience and educational qualification, as well as their climate change awareness and
adaptation. Findings: indicated that the important sources of information on climate
change issues were radio/television, farmer co-operative and newspaper. Results of
research showed that there was a significant relationship between respondents’
education and awareness that the climate change is happening (x2=81.143; p<0.05).
There was a significant relationship between respondents’ education and awareness of
the causes of climate change (X2 =54.485; p < 0.05) and there was a significant
relationship between respondents’ awareness of the effects of climate change and each
of; respondents’ (1) education, (2) farming experience respectively (xz =28.946; p <
0.05) and (XZ =75.757; p < 0.05). Findings indicated that the highest percentage of tea
smallholders in Badulla were aware about the climate change is happening, causes and
effects of climate change and they are making efforts in éome extent to-adapt to the
“challenge whﬂe few growers were not being aware about that. Théy however lack
adequate information on how to adapt. Therefore the awareness programms should be
strengthened to boost farmers’ awareness of climate change and prepare them for

adaptation measures.
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